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whelming victory for the Austrians, but the losses on
both sides were terrible, Daun had lost about 9000 men
and the Prussians 14,000. It was the first time that
Frederick had been defeated by Maria Theresa's army.
As those in power usually do, she forgot the death and
the suffering of her soldiers and was overwhelmed with
joy and thankfulness to her God and her General Daun.

She decorated him with the Order of Maria Theresa,
an Order founded to celebrate this victory, and she
wrote to him at once :

" The Monarchy owes you its preservation; and I
owe you my very existence. May God keep you for a
long time so that you can serve the State, the army,
and my person as the best, the truest, and the noblest
friend/'

After his victory, Daun entered the liberated city of
Prague, where his detachments joined those commanded
by Prince Charles of Lorraine. Maria Theresa was so
profoundly grateful to Daun that she was inclined to
appoint him, instead of Charles, as the commander-in-
chief of her armies, but Francis persuaded her to allow
his brother to retain the chief command. Unfortunately
for herself the Empress yielded to his wishes, for Charles,
who was just recovering from a long illness, lacked the
stamina necessary in this responsible post.

Apart from Charles's inability to act quickly, he
obviously underestimated Frederick's endurance, which
was at times almost superhuman. With incredible per-
sistence, Frederick marched his weary troops backwards
and forwards from Brandenburg to Silesia, the province
round which, as far as Maria Theresa was concerned,
the War was centred. Whenever her armies had
successfully occupied Silesia, or a part of it, Frederick
or his generals seemed to appear almost overnight to